1797.]                          317

which the Bank were authorized to refuse payment
of their notes for a limited time. He therefore
contended, that it was fit that ministers, in the pre-
sent circumstances, ought to be prevented from

sending' any money abroad, till parliament had fully
investigated the causes from which the distress
arose.

The home then, divided ; for the order of the day 247 ; against it
70; majority against /I Jr. Sheridan's motion 177.

MR.  MTT'S  POOR BILIi.

Mr. Sheridan said, that he had paid great atten-
tion, to the present bill,  and he must: say, that a

Worse bill he had never seen. Its principle was
detestable. It was a libel on the rich, and a libel
on the industry of the country. He wished with
the honorable gentleman, Mr. Jolliffe, that the bill

were entirely given up. He wished, if it was to be
still kept up, that a day should be set aside for the
discussion of it, that it might be thrown out at
once, and he had no doubt but he should be able to

convince some gentlemen that its principle was so
foul, that it could not be entertained by the house
for a single moment.

The further consideration of the report of this Mil was put off to

a future day*

FEBRUARY 28,
STOPPAGE OP CASH PAYMENT AT THE BANK.

The. order of the da}/for taking' into consideration His Majesty's
message being read, Mr. Pill, moved the address, which was earned.

lie then moved, " That a secret committee be appointed to ascertain
the total account of the outstanding demands on the Bank of Eng-
land, and ItkavLw of the funds for discharging the same; and I hat
they do also report their opinion of the necessity of -providing far
the conformation and continuance of the measures taken in jptir*
fnance of the minute of council on the "2illfi instant."

Mr. SHERIDAN said, after the last speech of the

Chancellor of the  Exchequer, he had  been  ex-